




Part 1. Course description 

1.1. General information 

Full course title: Ethnic lobbying in foreign policy decision-making    

Type of course: Elective 

Level of education: Master Degree program 

Year of study: 1st 

Number of ECTS credits allocated: 2 

Lecturers:  
Kirill E. Koktysh, PhD in Political Science, Associate Professor of Political Theory 
Department  

Ivan D. Loshkariov, Lecturer at Political Theory Department 

Office hours: every Thursday, from 1 p.m. till 4 p.m.  

 

1.2. Course aims and expected outcomes 

The course is aimed at giving students an idea of the role and significance of 

the ethno-national factor in the foreign policy process. The course will cover such 

issues as the mechanisms of ethnopolitical mobilization, the specifics of foreign 

policy decisions in states with a pluralistic and ethnically hierarchical structure. 

Lectures and seminars will be focused on interest promotion and advocacy of 

different ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, diasporas and migrant communities.  

The course is designed to provide students with necessary tools and 

instruments of analysis of ethnic lobbying in the realm of foreign policy decision-

making. During seminars students will study relevant cases of military interventions, 

security alliance expansions, imposed sanctions, proposed takeovers of government, 

peace-facilitation processes as well as other possible goals of ethnic lobbies.   

The course is a logical continuation of a block of disciplines that shapes 

students' understanding of modern mechanisms of GR-management and GR-

communications, political process as a whole.  

 

 



Learning outcomes: 

At the end of the course, a student is expected to: 

know: 

the basic theories of ethnic lobbying in foreign policy decision-making; 

models and analytical frameworks of lobbying analysis and case studies; 

be able: 

identify ethnic lobby and lobbying coalitions in the realm of foreign policy 

decision-making;  

mapping the interest group network in policy issue area;   

gain skills in:  

drafting proposals for a strategy of counter-balance the existing ethnic lobby 

within the given composition of a society.  

   

1.3. Course requirements and grading plan 

Students are supposed to attend no less than 90% of seminars and lectures and 

be fully prepared for class discussions. Moreover, students are expected to read 

suggested materials that may assure their ability to make necessary and useful 

contribution to in-class discussions. Furthermore, students should make at least one 

in-class presentation on a topic related to modern lobbying practices. 

 

Grading plan: 

10% - in-class test (the exact date of the test is decided by lecturer, students 

are informed about the date in advance); 

40% - participation in class discussion;  

30% - in-class individual presentation (presentation should include an 

independent research conducted by a student; presentation take no more than 15 

minutes);  

20% - oral final discussion on the given list of topics (“zachyot”) 

 

 



2. Course content 

2.1. Forms of work  

Forms of work Academic hours Credits 

Total 84 2 

Total for lectures, seminars 18  

Lectures 6  

Seminars 12  

Homework 

(self-preparation, presentation-

related research) 

66  

Course assessment Work at seminars, 

In-class presentations, 

Final oral discussion 

 

 

2.2. Discipline contents 

Units and topics Academic hours 

Lectures Seminars Homework Per 

topic 

1.1. Concept of ethnicity: liquid 

identity vs established ontology 

2 0 2 4 

1.2. Ethnic systems and political 

process 

2 2 2 6 

2.1. Lobbying for foreign policy 

decisions 

0 2 12 14 

2.2. Ethnic systems and foreign 

policy decisions 

0 2 12 14 

3.1. “Hard” resources of ethnic 
lobbying 

0 2 12 14 

3.2. “Soft” resources of ethnic 

lobbying 

0 2 12 14 



4.1. Goals of ethnic lobbying in 

foreign policy realm 

2 2 14 18 

Total 6 12 66 84 

 

2.3. Course in briefs 
 

Unit 1. Ethnic groups in political process 

 

The role of interest groups in d influencing bodies of government in 

democratic and transitional societies. Features of political process and decision 

making in transition countries (the example of Eastern Europe). The problem of 

regulating lobbyism and restrictions on corruption in transitional societies. The 

development of democratic institutions and mechanisms for monitoring decision-

making and management apparatus. 

Ethnic lobbying and patrimonial networks in developing countries. Market 

and reciprocal exchange in ethnic lobbying. Index of ethnic fragmentation (Alesina 

et al.). Theories of ethnic systems (D. Horovitz). Dominant ethnic groups. 

Mechanisms to promote the interests of ethnic minorities. Resources of ethnic 

lobbyism: discursive, financial, organizational, structural. Population density as a 

factor in the political development of states and the development of the system of 

group representation: borderland identity vs group autonomy. 

 

1.1. Concept of ethnicity: liquid identity vs established ontology  

Issues for further discussion:  

1. Primordial take on ethnicity. 

2. Social construction of ethnic identity. 

3. Ethnic symbols theory. 

4. Instrumental approach to etnnicity. 

 

 



1.2. Ethnic systems and political process 

Issues for further discussion:  

1. Ethnic mobilization in political conflicts. 

2. Ethnic mobilization in electoral cycles. 

3. Ethnic parties in the current politics. 

4. Modern diasporas in the Global North: overview 

 

Compulsory readings 

1. Diehl C., Blohm M. Apathy, adaptation or ethnic mobilisation? On the 

attitudes of a politically excluded group //Journal of Ethnic and Migration 

Studies. 2001. Vol. 27. №. 3. pp. 401-420. URL: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/136918301200266149 

2. Horowitz D. L. Three dimensions of ethnic politics //World Politics. 1971. 

Vol. 23. №. 2. pp. 232-244. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2009677 

3. Shain Y., Barth A. Diasporas and international relations theory //International 

organization. 2003. Vol. 57. №. 3. pp. 449-479. URL: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/3594834 
 

Additional readings 

1. Diamond L. Ethnicity and ethnic conflict //The Journal of Modern African 

Studies. 1987. Vol. 25. №. 1. pp. 117-128. URL: 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-modern-african-

studies/article/ethnicity-and-ethnic-

conflict/B79708A3C1BB4E14F627FB26FD3E91AD 

2. Müller M. T., Seabra F. Partner Country Choices in China’s Free Trade 

Agreements //The Chinese Economy. 2019. Vol. 52.  №. 3. pp. 263-278. URL: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10971475.2018.1548143 

3. Saideman S. M. The power of the small: The impact of ethnic minorities on 

foreign policy //Sais Review. 2002. Vol. 22. №. 2. pp. 93-105. URL: 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/30615/summary 



Unit 2. Foreign policy decision-making and lobbying 

Lobbyism as an integral social and political phenomenon of life. Interest 

groups and the concept of group participation in politics. Various theoretical and 

political-legal approaches to lobbying and lobbying activities. Causes of negative 

attitudes towards lobbying and lobbying activities. Concepts: “lobbying", 

"advocacy", "representation", promotion of interests. Subjects of lobbying: 

professional lobbyists, commercial organizations, non-profit unions (associations), 

citizens and their associations, members of scientific expert councils at government 

bodies, public chambers, etc. Spheres of lobbying activities in the system of state 

power: lobbying in the executive authorities, lobbying in legislative (representative) 

authorities, lobbying in other bodies and organizations performing state functions. 

The specifics of foreign policy decision-making.  

The concept and conceptualization of international lobbying and lobbying in 

foreign policy realm. Multilayered structure of international lobbying: interstate, 

foreign, ethnic lobbying. Objects and subjects of international lobbyism. Features of 

the conduct and management of political campaigns on global level: mechanism and 

content. States, international political and economic organizations as subjects and 

objects of lobbying. The structure and technology of the mechanisms of foreign 

policy-oriented ethnic lobbying. Legal grounds and the problem of regulating 

international lobbying activities. 

 

2.1. Lobbying for foreign policy decisions  

Issues for further discussion:  

1. The role of legislature in foreign policy. 

2. Implementation of decisions in foreign policy. 

3. Monitoring in foreign policy realm.  

4. Military and national security apparatus in foreign policy realm. 

 

2.2. Ethnic systems and foreign policy decisions  

Issues for further discussion:  



1. Closed ethnic systems. 

2. Open or pluralistic ethnic systems. 

3. Mixed ethnic systems.  

 

Compulsory readings 

1. Ishiyama J. Do ethnic parties promote minority ethnic conflict? //Nationalism 

and ethnic politics. 2009. Vol. 15. №. 1. pp. 56-83. URL: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13537110802672388 

2. Oswiecimski K. et al. What makes ethnic groups in the united states politically 

effective //Horyzonty Polityki. 2013. №. 09. pp. 43-74. URL: 

https://horyzonty.ignatianum.edu.pl/index.php/HP/article/download/261/235 
 

Additional readings 

1. Gawande K., Krishna P., Robbins M. J. Foreign lobbies and US trade policy 

//The review of Economics and Statistics. 2006. Vol. 88. №. 3. pp. 563-571. 

URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/40043016 

2. Ho E. L. E., McConnell F. Conceptualizing ‘diaspora diplomacy’: Territory 

and populations betwixt the domestic and foreign //Progress in Human 

Geography. 2019. Vol. 43. №. 2. pp. 235-255. URL: 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0309132517740217 

3. Horowitz D. L. Ethnic power sharing: Three big problems //Journal of 

democracy. 2014. Vol. 25. №. 2. pp. 5-20. URL: 

https://muse.jhu.edu/article/542442/summary 

4. Stoyanov A. Endogenous free trade agreements and foreign lobbying 

//Review of International Economics. 2014. Vol. 22. №. 3. pp. 561-577. URL: 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/roie.12123 

 

Unit 3. Resources of ethnic lobbying in foreign policy realm 

The foreign policy decision-making in the United States. The balance between 

the executive and the legislative power. The role of “think tanks” in the development 



and monitoring of the implementation of foreign policy decisions. Ethno-oriented 

groups (caucuses) in the US Congress. The main ethno-lobbyist structures: financial 

statements. 

The effectiveness of small groups and the problem of "free riders" in the 

process of coalition building. Structural conditions for the emergence of ethno-

lobbyist and ethno-religious coalition. Assimilation processes and categorization of 

ethnicity in the American census. Models of "melting pot" and "tomato soup": 

current trends of assimilation. 

National and supranational lobbying in the EU: institutional design and 

features of multi-level interest promotion. EU Transparency Register: major players 

in formal documents, their issues of concern.  

 

3.1. “Hard” resources of ethnic lobbying 

 

Issues for further discussion:  

1. Financial resource of ethnic lobbying 

2. Educational and social infrastructure of ethnic lobbies. 

3. Organizational resource of ethnic lobbying. 

4. Structural resource of ethnic lobbying.  

5. Corruption and ethnic lobbying. 

 

3.2. “Soft” resources of ethnic lobbying 

Issues for further discussion:  

1. PR-management of ethnic mobilization. 

2. Confessional foundations of ethnic interest promotion. 

3. Coalition building in ethnic lobbying. 

4. Diaspora diplomacy: outside support in ethnic lobbying.  

5. Discursive resource of foreign lobbying.  

 



Compulsory readings 

1. Fair C. C. Diaspora involvement in insurgencies: Insights from the Khalistan 

and Tamil Eelam movements //Nationalism and Ethnic Politics. 2005. Vol. 

11. №. 1.  pp. 125-156. URL: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13537110590927845 

2. Kirk J. A. Indian-Americans and the US–India Nuclear Agreement: 

Consolidation of an Ethnic Lobby? //Foreign Policy Analysis. 2008. Vol. 4. 

№. 3. pp. 275-300. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/24907304 

 

Additional readings 

1. Heindl B. S. Transnational Activism in Ethnic Diasporas: Insights from 

Cuban Exiles, American Jews and Irish Americans //Journal of Ethnic and 

Migration Studies. 2013. Vol. 39. №. 3. pp. 463-482. URL: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1369183X.2013.733864 

2. Kovács E. The power of second-generation diaspora: Hungarian ethnic 

lobbying in the United States in the 1970–1980s //Diaspora Studies. 2018. 

Vol. 11. №. 2. pp. 171-188. URL: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09739572.2017.1398374 

3. Kurien P. Who speaks for Indian Americans? Religion, ethnicity, and political 

formation //American quarterly. 2007. Vol. 59. №. 3. pp. 759-783. URL: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40068449 

4. Mearsheimer J. J., Walt S. M. The blind man and the elephant in the room: 

Robert Lieberman and the Israel Lobby //Perspectives on Politics. 2009. Vol. 

7. №. 2. pp. 259-273. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/40406929 

 

Unit 4. Goals of ethnic lobbying in foreign policy realm 

Forms of representation of ethnic lobbies: national-cultural autonomies, 

public organizations, governments in exile. Sanctions policy of the state: the case of 

Russia and Central Eastern European coalition. Military interventions and the ethnic 



factor: the Haiti case. The provision of economic assistance: unilateral and 

multilateral instruments. Most favored trade status for countries.  
 

Issues for further discussion:  

1. The war in Donbass: dormant identity of Russian diaspora. 

2. Ethiopian royal government in exile: activities and prospects. 

3. Chinese diaspora in Thailand politics: consequences for foreign policy. 

4. US intervention in Haiti (1994): ethnic lobbying factor.  
 

Compulsory readings 

1. Koinova M. Four types of diaspora mobilization: Albanian diaspora activism 

for Kosovo independence in the US and the UK //Foreign Policy Analysis. 

2013. Vol. 9. №. 4. pp. 433-453. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/24910824 

2. Lahiri S., Raimondos-Møller P. Lobbying by ethnic groups and aid allocation 

//The Economic Journal. 2000. Vol. 110. №. 462. pp. 62-79. URL: 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/1468-0297.00521 

 

Additional readings 

1. Лошкарёв И. Д. Ресурсы этнического лоббизма во внешней политике 

США: теоретические аспекты //Мировая экономика и международные 

отношения. 2017. Т. 61. №. 3. С. 76-83. URL: 

https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=29041900 

2. Лошкарёв И.Д., Пареньков Д. А., Сушенцов А. А. Влияние 

этнонациональных лобби на внешнюю политику США: исторический 

опыт украинской диаспоры //Вестник МГИМО-Университета. 2018. Т. 

59. №. 2. С. 165-184. URL: https://elibrary.ru/item.asp?id=35059935 

3. Clarke M. The Impact of Ethnic Minorities on China’s Foreign Policy: The 

Case of Xinjiang and the Uyghur //China Report. 2017. Vol. 53. №. 1. pp. 1-

25. URL: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0009445516677361 

4. Dijkink G., Van Der Welle I. Diaspora and sovereignty: Three cases of public 

alarm in the Netherlands //Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie. 



2009. Vol. 100. №. 5. pp. 623-634. URL: 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-9663.2009.00568.x 

5. Haney P. J., Vanderbush W. The role of ethnic interest groups in US foreign 

policy: the case of the Cuban American National Foundation //International 

Studies Quarterly. 1999. Vol. 43. №. 2. pp. 341-361. URL: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2600759 

6. Mullenbach M. J., Matthews G. P. Deciding to intervene: An analysis of 

international and domestic influences on United States interventions in 

intrastate disputes //International Interactions. 2008. Vol. 34. №. 1. pp. 25-52. 

URL: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03050620701878835 

 

3. Methodical provisions 

3.1. Presentation topics. 

Students choose topics for presentation by their own and with advice and 

consent of lecturer.  Possible topics should cover some industry or issue area, where 

recent lobbying activity can be traced with the help of public records, media 

materials and suggested readings. 
 

3.2. Questions for final oral discussion. 

1. Advocacy and lobbying.  

2. Ethnic systems and three dimensions of ethnic power politics. 

3. Historical memory issues in ethnic lobbying.   

4. Pluralistic ethnic systems and foreign policy mechanisms.  

5. Ethnic conflict resolution in foreign policy lobbying.  

6. Ethnically oriented groups of legislators: organizational forms.   

7. Foreign aid and ethnic lobbying.  

8. Construction of government in exile: precursors and conditions.  

9. Multilevel ethnic lobbying: subnational dimension. 

10. Multilevel ethnic lobbying: supranational dimension. 

11. Discursive resource of ethnic lobbying.  



12.  “Getting access” strategy of a group. 

13. “Going public” strategy of a group.  

14. Financial resource of ethnic lobbying.  

15. Organizational resource of ethnic lobbying. 

16. Structural resource of ethnic lobbying.  
  
3.3. Assessment of different types of works 

Type of work Grading system Criteria 

in-class test  

 

А (90-100%) Student answered correctly 9 or more 

questions out of 10. 

 B, C (75-89%) Student answered correctly 7-8 

questions out of 10. 

 

 

D, F (60-74%) Student answered correctly 5-6 

questions out of 10. 

 E (less than 60%) Student answered correctly less than 5 

more questions out of 10. 

participation in 

class discussion,  

in-class individual 

presentation  

A (90-100%) Outstanding presentation of 

independent work, active participation 

and critical participation in the 

discussion 

 B (82-89%) Outstanding presentation of 

independent work with limited 

participation in the discussion. 

 C (75-81%) Standard (sufficient) presentation with 

limited participation in the discussion. 

 D (67-74%) Standard presentation with no 

participation in the discussion. 

 E (60-66%) Standard presentation with visible 

errors and no participation in the 

discussion. 



 F (less than 60%) Lack of understanding of the subject in 

the presentation and discussions 

final oral 

discussion on the 

given list of topics 

(“zachyot”) 

 

A (90-100%)  Thought-provoking and  informed 

answers to the questions in the ticket 

and two additional questions. 

 

 B (82-89%) Student gives correct answers to 

questions in the ticket and two 

additional questions. 

 C (75-81%) The correct answers to the questions in 

the ticket and to two additional 

questions are given, provided there are 

inaccuracies and occasional gaps in 

knowledge. 

 D (67-74%) The right answers for ticket questions 

are combined with inaccurate answers 

to additional questions. 

 E (60-66%) The correct answer to one of the ticket 

questions and one additional question. 

 F (less than 60%) Incorrect answers to ticket questions 

and additional questions. 
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5. Material and technical support 

Technical equipment is necessary for this course. Computer, projector, Microsoft 

PowerPoint sofware are needed for both lectures and seminars. Students may need 

access to Internet.   
 

 

 


